The intent of this cultural/religious overview of the
Central/South Central European world is to

1. Provide a context, a schema, a broad know edge of the SCE
worl d. The audience is Serbian and Croatian students, faculty
who instruct these students, mlitary personnel deploying to
Bosni a and Herzegovi na, and the Departnent of Defense comunity
at | arge.

2. Address content Final Learning Objectives (FLOsS) This
work treats the basic, commonly understood thenmes of the
foll ow ng FLGs:

a. Hol i days/ Qbservances

b. Custons

c. Religious G oups

d. Ethnic/Racial G oups

e. Gender |ssues

f. Conflicts

The goal is establishnent of a “level playing field” where

readers can possess conpetency in a common cultural literacy for
this area of the world. In addition, this project introduces

entry level mlitary intelligence personnel to critical elenents
of the Bal kan intelligence picture.

Unit 1. Cultural Awareness (a2cultur)

| mportance of sensitivity by mlitary intelligence
linguists to SCE cul tures

Cul tural awareness advantages inherently possessed by
mlitary personnel

Unit 2. Historical Overview (a3histor)

Long-lasting effects of history wwthin the SCE region
| nt erwoven nature of religion and history within SCE



Unit 3.

Religious History (a4dhisrel)

Di stinct religious expression and inpact of Roman
Catholic, Muslimand Othodox Eastern thought and
practice on the region

Unit 4a. Foundational Beliefs--Islam (a5belisl)

Common beliefs held by nost Muslins
Uni que expressions of Islamw thin the Bal kans

Unit 4b. Foundational Beliefs--Orthodox Eastern and Roman
Catholic (abbelort)

Unit 5.

Unit 6.

Comon beliefs and worship practices

Uni que expressions of Othodox Eastern and Roman Catholic
practice in SCE

Gestures and Taboos (a7gestur)

Foundational principles to apply when interacting with a
new cul ture

| nportance of manners and custons to cul tural
under st andi ng

Holidays and Observances (a8holida)

D stinctive Muslim O thodox Eastern and Roman Catholic
religious/cultural holidays and observances

Signi ficance of holidays and observances for tactical,
operational and strategic mlitary m ssions



Unit 7a. Islamic Texts--Societal Implications (a9txtisl)

Et hi cal practices and views toward violence within
| sl am ¢ t hought

| nportance of internal notivation within |Islam

Unit 7b. Orthodox and Roman Catholic Texts--Societal
Implications (bltxtort)

D stinct Orthodox Eastern church/state relations
Nat ure of current conflict as a “religious war”

Unit 8. U.S. Relations--Bosnia and Herzegovina (b2usrela)

Principles of United States foreign policy within Bosnia
and Her zegovi na

Unit 9. Ethnic Groups (b3ethnic)

Common Sl avic heritage of South Slav peoples
Serbian, Croatian and Bosniak distinct cultural traits

Unit 10. Gender Issues (b4gender)

Uni que Muslim Othodox Eastern and Roman Cat holic
per spectives concerni ng wonen

| mpact of prostitution on U S. Arned Forces

Unit 11. Resources (b5resour)

Book, periodical, audio-visual, and electronic (Wrld
W de Web) resources available for further study

Necessity of discernnent in dealing with the overwhel m ng
anmount of information available on SCE cultures/religions

Unit 12. Country Area Studies

An overview of (a) Serbia and Mntenegro [b7serbia], (b)
Bosni a and Her zegovi na [b8bosnia], (¢c) Republic of Croatia
[b9croati], (d) Republic of Slovenia [clsloven], (e) Forner
Yugosl av Republic of Macedoni a [c2Zmacedo], and (f)
Republ i c of Al bani a [c3albani].



Distinctive religious practices wthin the region
Country | ocations

Ceneral and commonly understood treatnent of the
foll ow ng Final Learning Qbjectives (FLGCs) for each
country:

Hol i days/ Obser vances
Cust ons

Rel i gi ous Groups

Et hni ¢/ Raci al G oups
Gender |ssues
Conflicts
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